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2. Ce RAPPORT comprend 5 feuilles, y compris la presente feuille de couverture. 
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possibility d'application industrielle 
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PRELIMINAIRE INTERNATIONAL 



Demande internationale n° 



PCTyFR 03)01981 



I. Base du rapport 

1 . En ce qui concerne !es elements de la demande internationale (les feuilles de remplacement qui ont ete 
remises a Voffice recepteur en reponse a une invitation faite conformement a I'article 14 sont consid6r6es, dans 
ie present rapport , comme "initialement deposees" et ne sont pas jointes en annexe au rapport puisqu'elles ne 
contiennent pas de modifications (regies 70. 16 et 70.17)) : 

Description, Pages 

1 -20 telles qu'initialement deposees 
Revendications, No. 

1 -28 telles qu'initialement deposees 
Dessins, Feuilles 

1)9-9/9 telles qu'initialement deposees 

2. En ce qui concerne la langue, tous les elements indiques ci-dessus etaient a la disposition de I'administration 
ou lui ont ete remis dans la langue dans laquelle la demande internationale a ete deposee, sauf indication 
contraire donn§e sous ce point. 

Ces Elements etaient a la disposition de I'administration ou lui ont ete remis dans la langue suivante: ,qui est: 

□ la langue d'une traduction remise aux fins de la recherche internationale (selon la regie 23.1 (b)). 

□ la langue de publication de la demande internationale (selon la regie 48.3(b)). 

□ la langue de la traduction remise aux fins de i'examen preliminaire internationale (selon la regie 55.2 ou 
55.3). 

3. En ce qui concerne les sequences de nucleotides ou d'acide aminesdivulguees dans la demande 
internationale (le cas 6cheant), I'examen preliminaire internationale a ete effectue sur la base du listage des 
sequences : 

□ contenu dans la demande internationale, sous forme §crite. 

□ d§pose avec la demande internationale, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ remis ulterieurement a I'administration, sous forme ecrite. 

□ remis ulterieurement a ['administration, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle le listage des sequences par ecrit et fourni ulterieurement ne va pas au-dela 
de la divulgation faite dans la demande telle que deposee, a 6X6 fournie. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle les informations enregistrees sous dechiffrable par ordinateur sont identiques 
k celles du listages des sequences Presente par 6crit, a ete fournie. 

4. Les modifications ont entrame I'annulation : 

□ de la description, pages : 

□ des revendications, nos : 

□ des dessins, feuilles : 
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5 □ Le present rapport a <§te formula abstraction faite (de certaines) des modifications, qui ont ete consid<§r§es 
comme allant au-dela de l'expos§ de I'invention tel qu l H a ete depose, comme il est indique ci-apres (regie 
70.2(c)) : 

(Toute feuille de remplacement comportant des modifications de cette nature doit etre indiqu6e au point 1 
et annexee au present rapport.) 

6. Observations complementaires, !e cas echeant : 

V. Declaration motivee selon I'article 35(2) quant a la nouveaute, Tactivite inventive et la possibility 
^application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 

1. Declaration 
Nouveaute 

Activite inventive 



Oui: 


Revendications 


1-28 


Non: 


Revendications 




Oui: 


Revendications 


1-28 


Non: 


Revendications 




Oui: 


Revendications 


1-28 


Non: 


Revendications 





2. Citations et explications 
voir feuille separee 
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Concernant le point V.2 

Declaration motivee quant a la nouveaute, I'activite inventive et la possibility 
d'application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 

II est fait reference aux documents suivants: 

D1 : US-B-6 31 2 0421 (KLEIN BERTHOLD ET AL) 6 novembre 2001 (2001 -1 1 - 
06) 

D2: EP-A-0 958 955 (KARMANN GMBH W) 24 novembre 1 999 (1 999-1 1 -24) 
D3: DE 1 97 23 328 A (WEBASTO KAROSSERIESYSTEME) 1 7 decembre 1 998 
(1998-12-17) 



V.2.1. Revindication independante 1 
V.g.1.1. Nouveaute 

Le document D1, qui est considere comme etant I'etat de la technique le plus proche 
de I'objet de la revendication 1 , decrit: 

Toit rigide retractable pour vehicule automobile comportant un element arriere 
avec un doigt de guidage coulissant dans un rail de guidage, un element 
supplementaire de toit et un organe de soulevement adapts a entraTner le doigt de 
guidage. 

L'objet de la revendication 1 differe de ce dispositif de protection connu en ce que: 

I'organe de soulevement est equipe avec un organe de verrouillage pour 
supporter et immobiliser chaque element supplementaire de toit. 

Par consequent, la pr^sente demande semble repondre au critere figurant a I'Article 
33(2) PCT, l'objet de la revendication 1 etant nouveau au vu de I'etat de la technique tel 
qu'il est defini dans le reglement d'execution (Regie 64(1 )-(3) PCT). 
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V P "! 2. Act ivite inventive 

Le problems que la presents invention se propose de resoudre peut done etre 
considers comme eviter le risque de decalage des elements supplementaires de toit 
quand le toit plie est souleve. 

Ce probleme est resous dans la presente demande avec un dispositif adapter a faciliter 
('introduction d'objets dans le coffre d'un vehicule avec un toit plie. Ce dispositif 
comportant un organs de verrouillage monte de facon mobile sur Porgane de 
soulevemsnt st aussi adapts a supportsr st a immobilissr chaqus slsmsnt 
supplsmsntaire de toit, ds facon q'us ess slsmsnts supplementaires de toit ne se 
decalent quand le toit plie est souleve. 

Neanmoins, I'stat ds tschniqus ss pressntant actusllsmsnt dans la procsdurs ns 
divulgus pas st ns ssmbls pas convenabls a suggsrsr la solution dsfinis par Iss 
caractsristiquss ds la rsvsndication 1 . 

Par conssqusnt, la rsvsndication ssmbls impliqusr uns activits invsntivs (Articls 33 (3) 
PCT). 

V.2.1.3. Ravendications d^penda ntes 2-28 

II ssmbls qus Iss rsvsndications 2-28, dspsndsnt ds la revsndication 1 st contsnant 
dss modifications ou dss psrfsctionnemsnts ds I'invention sslon la rsvsndication 1 , 
rsmplisssnt Iss conditions snoncsss dans I'articls 33 (2) - (4) PCT. 
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19juillet 2002 (19.07.2002) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




B60J 7/20 






Applicant 


FRANCE DESIGN 





1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 

□ 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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□ 
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VI 
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VII 
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□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

02 fevrier 2004 (02.02.2004) 


Date of completion of this report 

07 June 2004 (07.06.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/EP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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InternaT^BH application No. 

PCT/FR2003/001981 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {Replacement sheets which have been fiirnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Ariicie 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

| [ the international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages > as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages ., filed with the letter of - 

pages , filed with the letter of — 



the claims, 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-28 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



the drawings, 



sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 



1/9-9/9 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



3 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
1 — 1 to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 

Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-B-6 312 0421 (KLEIN BERTHOLD ET AL) 6 November 2001 
(2001-11-06) 

D2: EP-A-0 958 955 (KARMANN GMBH W) 24 November 1999 
(1999-11-24) 

D3: DE 197 23 328 A (WEBASTO KAROS SERIES YSTEME) 17 
December 1998 (1998-12-17) 

V- 2 . 1 Independent claim 1 

V.2.1.1 Novelty 

Dl, which is considered to be the prior art closest to the 
subject matter of claim 1, describes: 

a rigid retractable hard top for a motor vehicle, 
comprising a rear element with a guide pin sliding 
in a guide rail, an additional roof element and a 
raising member for driving the guide pin. 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from this known 
protective device in that: 



1-28 YES 

NO 
YES 
NO 



1-28 



1-28 



YES 
NO 
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the raising member is provided with a locking member 
for supporting and immobilising each additional roof 
element. 

Consequently, the present application appears to meet the 
requirement of PCT Article 33(2), since the subject matter 
of claim 1 is novel over the prior art as defined in the 
Regulations (PCT Rule 64(1) to (3)). 

V.2.1.2 Inventive step 

The problem that the present invention is intended to 
solve can be considered to be that of preventing the 
misalignment of the additional roof elements when the 
folded roof is raised. 

In the present application, this problem is solved by 
means of a device facilitating the insertion of objects 
into the boot of a vehicle with a folded roof. Said device 
comprises a locking member movably mounted on the raising 
member and is also suitable for supporting and 
immobilising each additional roof element, thereby 
preventing said additional roof elements from becoming 
misaligned when the roof is raised. 

The prior art currently included in the procedure neither 
discloses nor appears capable of suggesting the solution 
defined by the features of claim 1. 

Consequently, the claim appears to involve an inventive 
step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

V.2.1.3 Dependent claims 2 to 28 



Since claims 2 to 28 are dependent on claim 1 and conta 
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alterations or improvements to the invention according to 
claim 1, they appear to meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (2) to (4) . 
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